The practical treatment of wounds must therefore be to ensure that no adverse circumstance is allowed to impede the natural processes.
The volume and variety of work at the present time on these 'adverse circumstances' are reflected in the contributions to this symposium which are too diverse to be summarized in a short review. This book should be studied by all workers in this increasingly wide field. T J S PATTERSON Histopathology of Salivary Gland Lesions by James Floyd Smith DDS BS PhD FACD pp ix + 182 illustrated £4 4s London: Pitman Medical 1966 Philadelphia: JBLippincott This book is largely based on a review of the salivary gland lesions contained in the files of the Department of Pathology of the University of Tennessee. The book runs to 182 pages but of these only 41 are devoted to text, the remainder containing 267 photomicrographs with captions.
This imbalance could be understood if the book were presented as an atlas of salivary gland lesions but, for this, the quality of many of the photomicrographs is inadequate in that they lack clarity and contrast and the reader is never informed of the original magnifications or the stains used in the histological preparations.
The text is minimal and the author has made no attempt to review the extensive literature on this subject; only 47 references are cited of which 7 refer to the author's own publications. Percentage figures are quoted for the incidence of various salivary gland tumours and their prognosis but the basis on which such figures are compiled is not given.
The author claims that the book is written for physicians, dentists and students and that it may prove useful to pathologists but, from the material available to the author, a more informative and better documented account of this subject could have been produced. The standard of paper and quality of printing are good. Bristol: John Wright 1966 As long as surgery has been practised it has carried with it certain dangers to the patient over and above those caused solely by the disease itself, and the authors of this short and very readable book have gone to great lengths to indicate what these may be and how they should be avoided in the use of surgical diathermy. The first two chapters on the principles and dangers of electrodiathermy should be read by all doctors and nurses who work regularly or occasionally in the operating theatre. The book also contains useful chapters on the mechanism of all parts of the diathermy apparatus, with lucid explanations of the merits of the different types of machine commercially available. In urology and neurosurgery diathermy plays a more vital part than in other branches of surgery and separate chapters on the detailed use of this aid in these subjects is included. If there has been some repetition of the ways in which diathermy burns may b-inadvertently caused through careless use or inadequate servicing of equipment, the authors may be forgiven for emphasizing that it is the responsibility of those who use new and complicated machinery to understand it and to protect their patients from its potential dangers. By reading the chapter on fault finding, surgeons and th-atre sisters will avoid wastage of much valuable theatre time when their equipment inevitably fails them.
Each point made is excellently illustrated with a wealth of photographs and diagrams. MARTIN The reviewer is left with distinctly mixed feeiings about this attractively produced little book on the acute abdomen by thirteen contributors. A useful opening chapter on medical conditions associated with acute abdominal pain is followed by a relatively long discussion of connective tissue diseases. The latter might well have been combined with the opening chapter and shortened by exclusion or abbreviation of the case reports.
Few abdominal surgeons would agree with the writer who states: 'Percussion is a valuable means of determining the size of an organ or the degree of intestinal distension'; and it is difficult to understand what is meant by the remark that 'A reliable history and careful examination may reveal evidence of spasm of the urinary bladder or rectum'.
In a special chapter on peritoneal aspiration the authors rightly stress the value of 'needling', which is certainly too little used in diagnosis. A section on multiple injuries wisely underlines the priorities in management of these difficult cases.
It is strange to find such a long chapter on cmcal volvulus and yet no mention at all of sigmoid volvulus. The advocacy of total colectomy and ileo-proctostomy for bleeding colonic diverticula seems rather drastic. Although peptic ulcer is briefly referred to in the opening chapter there is no mention at all of perforated ulcer, surely a most odd omission in a book on the acute abdomen. It is not easy to write a book on rehabilitation of the hand. It is difficult on reference to standard textbooks on hand surgery to extract a clear picture of the recovery period and how far it can be affected by good physiotherapy and occupational therapy.
The main defect of this publication is that the author has tried to write both a textbook and a practical guide to rehabilitation. If the two can be combined it might be better to have a division into sections, the first describing problems that exist and the second dealing with management.
The re-written section on hemiplegia will be of little assistance to physician or physiotherapist. The chapter on rheumatoid arthritis is disappointing. Emphasis on conservative management is not supported by experience of prophylactic, restorative and reconstructive surgery of recent years. Splinting of the hand is described under the various sections but there has baen little attempt at classification and very little reference to the many important dangers associated with incorrect splinting. It is unfortunate, probably the result of publication date, that the internationally accepted zero starting position for joint range of motion measurement has not been introduced.
The book would be enhanced by simplification. More illustrations as a practical guide to surgeon, physiotherapist and occupational therapist would behelpful. Despite these criticisms it isa book well worth reading and much can be learned from the wealth of experience that has gone into its production. D L SAVILL Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1966 The authors are concerned that the recognition of the psychological mechanisms that modify pain perception should lead to a rational and comprehensive approach to the therapy of pain. They find in the advent of effective psychopharmaco-logic drugs adjuncts which allow for more precise treatment.
They give a brief history of pain therapy, noting how interwoven it is with the roots of religion and civilization. They describe the pathways of pain and the anatomic substrate of the emotions that make up the individual's reaction to the original
